UBND TINH BAC NINH PE THI LAP POI TUYEN ]
SO GIAO DUC VA PAO TAO THAM DU KY THI CHQN HQC SINH GIOI
CAP QUOC GIA THPT NAM HOQC 2025-2026
IPE CHINH THU(] Mén thi: Tiéng Anh ‘
Thoi gian 1am bai: 180 phut (khéng ké thoi gian giao dé)
(Dé thi ¢d 12 trang) ‘ Ngay thi: 12 thang 9 nam 2025

HUGNG DAN PHAN THI NGHE HIEU
*  Bainghe gom 4 phan, méi phan dwegc nghe 2 lan, méi lan cach nhau 20 giay, mo dau va két thiic moi phan
nghe cd tin hiéu.

* Mo dau va két thic bai nghe c6 tin hiéu nhac. Thi sinh c6 2 phit dé hoan chinh bai tricée tin hiéu nhac
két thiic bai nghe. \

Moi huémg dan cho thi sinh (bang tiéng Anh) da cé trong bai nghe.

L. LISTENING (50 points)

Part 1. For question 1 -3, you will hear Alex and Mandy talking about the experience of havin g an identical

twin brother or sister and decide whether the opinions expressed by only one of the speakers, or whether
the speakers agree. In the answer sheet, write:

M for Mandy
A for Alex
B for Both, when they agree.
1. The lack of reliability can be found in some studies on identical twins.
2. False beliefs people make towards twins feel annoying.
3. There’s less resemblance between the speaker’s twin and him/her than before.
4. The perceptions the speaker’s parents held about being a twin are valued.
5. The relationship between the speaker and his/her twin is competitive,

Part 2. For questions 6-10, listen to a news report on tornadoes in the US and match each number (6-10)
in Column A with one letter (A-J) in Column B to make correct information accordin
the speaker(s). Write your answers in the answer sheet.

Column A Column B

A. Cold dry air currents form and then flow down to the plains.

B. Tornadoes occur more frequently in Europe than in the central U S, area.

C. Its specific location is conducive to concentrated quantities of tornadoes in the

8 to what is stated by

US.
6. The central U.S D. Mountain air in the south is warmer than mountain air in the west.
7. Rocky Mountains E. A large tropical river basin supplies more moisture than a warm gulf.
8. Gulf of Mexico F. Certain geographical features bear resemblance to those of a tornado hotbed in

9. Southeastern Brazil America.

10. Andes Mountains | G. Tornado-prone regions always have officially defined boundaries set by
' officials.

H. Movements of strong gusts are fueled by airflows coming from a higher altitude.

I. A narrower mountain range causes fewer tornadoes compared to a wider one.
J. Central plains are located west of the main tornado hotspot.
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d write the letter A, B, C or D in the Ansy,,
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Part 3. For questions 11-15, listen to a recording about coffe stions according to what you hear.

sheet to indicate the correct answer to each of the following qu:nsumptiOH?
11. What event is suggested to have been influenced b¥ co-ffee_ c Furope.
A. The rise of the Industrial Revolution and urbanization n tific progress.
B. The Enlightenment, which promoted new ideas and scienti o
C. The growth of colonialism and the expansion of European emplva]
D. The start of the Renaissance, leading to artistic and cultural revival.
12. What did the Sufis of Yemen contribute to coffee's history?
A. They were the first to brew coffee using ground beans. '
B. They roasted coffee berries, creating the beverage we drink today.
C. They discovered the coffee Arabica plant in Ethiopia.
D. They introduced coffee to the Ottoman Empire in the 15th century.
13. What is the reason behind companies offering coffee breaks to workers?
A. They wanted to promote a healthier lifestyle among their employees.
B. They hoped to foster employee bonding and workplace camaraderie.
C. It was a move to increase worker productivity during working hours.
D. It was an effort to improve the overall work-life balance of employees.
14. What is a potential severe effect of consuming caffeine rapidly in high amounts?

gical boom came rampant (19) _, where

1 : ert
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IL. READING (100 points)
IL1. LANGUAGE IN USE (35 points)

Part 1. For questions 26-35, read the passage below and decide which answer (A, B, C, or D) best fits each
Space. Write your answers in the answer sheet.

Teachers are suffering from m

ore knotty psychological problems than at an
it reveals the school workforce i

s being pushed to a (26)
rofessionals (27)

Y point this century. Ina report,
- Education Support, a charity that gives
of the UK Government, predicts school standards

g index indicates that stress levels among
the highest levels. “Overwork has been
s chief executive, Sinéad Mc Brearty. “They are almost twice as anxious as the

measure of how harsh our accountability systems are.” The charity is ordering
ucational reform that will increase teachers’

for the third consecutive year to
normalized”, said the charity’

general population. That’s a

who have experienced health
€ considered leaving the sector in the past two years. This year, teachers are also

> tWo out of five are having difficulty concentrating,
sleeping. “Teachers

is not healthy, not for teachers, not for their family and not for the
experience indeed.” said Mc Brearty.

26. A. trailing edge B. knifepoint C. breaking point D. paradigm shif
27. A. under the aegis B. on the agape C. under the wing D. within the ward
28. A. take the plunge B. keep up the act C. get the first base D. gain the stand
29. A. hosed down B. cranked out C. bobbed up D. ratcheted up
30. A. irreducible B. inadvertent C. imprudent D. unproductive
31. A. give precedence to  B. make allowance for  C. take charge of D. give place to
32. A. half of staff surveyed B. half of staff to be surveyed

C. half of surveyed staff D. half of staff haye been surveyed
33. A. morbid B. soppy C. tearful D. feeble
34. A. But it’s not B. Thereafter it doesn’t  C. And it’s not D. Yet it doesn’t
35. A. nose-curving B. gut-wrenching

G lung-busting D. ear-splitting
Part 2. For questions 36 - 40, read the passage, then fil i eacki

f the humbered spqces with th
Jorm of the words given in the box. There are FOUR words thqq You do Sy

ot need to use, The irst o
: . A ne, (0),
has been done as an example. Write your answers in the answer sheey " v

BORDER INFORM HUMILIATE
COMPLY DENOUNCE RIDE

FALSE
NEGOTIATE

BORDER
AMPLITUDE

Australia said it will fine intemet.platﬁ)"'ms up ‘f’ 3% of th‘v‘if_ global revenye fo; fai
spread of (0. inform) => misinformation online, ]ommg.da.:worldr:de Push to rein ip (36) tech giants
but angering free speech advocates. The government ::;diln W(Ig bemake tech platforms set codes of conduct

overning how they stop dangerous (37) __ sp gf" _Pproved by a regulator. The regulator
g its own standard if a platform failed to do so, then fine Companies for (38) — . The legislation
woulc.l set its 0 d in parliament on Thursday, targets false content that hurts election integrity or public health’
to be introduced in p a group or injuring a person, or risks disrupting key infrastructyre Oremergency Sel’vices‘
calls ;C;l]‘ (.39;“1 of a wide-ranging regulatory crackdown by Australia, where leaders have complaineq thai
The bill 1s

3

ling to preven the
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. ignty, and comes ahead of 4
foreign-domiciled tech platforms are (40) _ the counlry's .soyerelg b])’OCk rofessional news o :ti:;‘
election due within a year. Already Facebook owner Meta has said it may ¢ content moderation Since W
it is forced to pay royalties, while X, formerly Twitter, has removed mos g
bought by billionaire Elon Musk in 2022.

\ istakes and write the
Part 3. The passage below contains five mistakes. For questions 41 '45; Jind the misiak
correction in the answer sheet. The first one has been done as an example.

LINE :
1 Many separate fires smoldered in the humus of the forest floor. Smoking => Smokes Sometimes
2 | obscured the sun, which was often visible only at midday. On September 30, flames came \.mthm
3| three miles of the town of Green Bay, consuming 1,200 cords of wood stores at a charcog] kiln.
4 The settlements in the area were becoming increasingly isolated from both the outside world
5 | and one another as railroad and telegraph lines burned. The fires seemed to wax and wane,
6 | depending on the wind and chance. On September 30 the Marinette and Peshtigo Eagle reported
7 | hopelessly that “the fires have nearly died out now in this vicinity.”
3 But the paper was wrong, and the fires were growing. By October 4, the smoke was so thick on
9 Green Bay that ships had to use their foghorns and navigate by compass. On October 7, the paper,
10 | reduced to look for any scrap of good news, noted that at least the smoke had greatly reduced the
11| mosquito population and that “a certain establishment down on the bay shore that has been
12| obnoxious to the respectful citizens” had burned.
13 The paper’s editor, cut out by the burning of the telegraph line, could not know it. but a large,

14| deep low-pressure area was moving in from the west. The winds circling it would turn the
J 15 | smoldering forest of northeastern Wisconsin into hell on earth.

IL2. READING COMPREHENSION (50 points)

Part 1. For questions 46-55, read the passage and fill in each of the Sfollowing numbered blanks with ONE
suitable word. Write your answers in the answer sheet.

The lands around the Mediterranean are richly endowed with natural resources where local products,
rather than the studied art of chefs, (46) the basis of the marvelously colorful and flavorsome cuisine,
For the greater part of the year Mediterranean food markets are a technicolor world 47)
fruits are brilliantly hued, the vegetables shining with freshness and color, the herbs more aromat
spices spicier. The sea too, depending on the time of year, is a variable treasure house of unfamilia
most of them delicious, some rubbery and disappointing, many destined to add (48)
fish soups of the region.
If the element of seasonality is the first (49) characteristic of the cuisine of the region, then
undoubtedly the second is the ingenuity shown in making the (50) of more meagre resources in other
areas. Poor grazing land may militate (51) the rearing of prime beef _cattle.but I}.le flair of various
countries in producing original ragouts and exquisitely §piccfd mmced.meat dishes is an Inspiration. Sheep
(52) on poor pasture, so lamb is a favorite ingredient in many dishes ?f the region. 5
recurring ingredients, indispensable to the flavor, sa\.ror and aroma of Mednerranean dishe
black olives, with olive oil for cooking; garlic and onions; rough local wines and sheep and
Che(le\?zzviﬂlstanding the interchange of trade and inevitable c.ri.sscrossing .of i.dEEi.lS. each Meditenane.;m
has retained a (54) recognizable national cuisine, even if th1§ is oﬂfen extendec.i mfh
f:l(:r)cl)lltlr:)r\):ved’ dishes which have (55) the frontier and been adopted at some time during occupations in
the region’s turbulent past.

succulent
ic and the
I species —

to the colorful

3) ever-
§ are green and
goat’s milk and
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Part 2. For questions 56-69, read the following passage and do the tasks that follow.
Examining the Placebo Effect
The fact that taking a fake drug can powerfully improve some people's health - the so-called placebo effect -
was long considered an embarrassment to the serious practice of pharmacology, but now things have
changed.

Several years ago. Merck, a global pharmaceutical company, was falling behind its rivals in sales. To make
matters worse, patents on five blockbuster drugs were about to expire, which would allow cheaper generic
products to flood the market. In interviews with the press, Edward Scolnick, Merck's Research Director
presented his plan to restore the firm to pre-eminence. Key to his strategy was expanding the company’s reach
into the antidepressant market, where Merck had trailed behind, while competitors like Pfizer and
GlaxoSmithKline had created some of the best-selling drugs in the world. "To remain dominant in the future.”
he told one media company, "we need to dominate the central nervous system."

His plan hinged on the success of an experimental anti-depressant codenamed MK-869. Still, in clinical
trials, it was a new kind of medication that exploited brain chemistry in innovative ways to promote feelings
of well-being. The drug tested extremely well early on, with minimal side effects. Behind the scenes, however,
MK-869 was starting to unravel. True, many test subjects treated with the medication felt their hopelessness
and anxiety lift. But so did nearly the same number who took a placebo, a look-alike pill made of milk sugar
or another inert substance given to groups of volunteers in subsequent clinical trials to gauge the effectiveness
of the real drug by comparison. Ultimately, Merck's venture into the antidepressant market failed. In the jargon
of the industry, the trials crossed the "futility boundary".

MK-869 has not been the only much-awaited medical breakthrough to be undone in recent years by the
placebo effect. And it's not only trials of new drugs that are crossing the futility boundary. Some products that
have been on the market for decades are faltering in more recent follow-up tests. It's not that the old
medications are getting weaker, drug developers say. It's as if the placebo effect is somehow getting stronger.
The fact that an increasing number of medications are unable to beat sugar pills has thrown the industry into
crisis. The stakes could hardly be higher. To win FDA approval, a new medication must beat placebo in at
least two authenticated tests. In today’s economy, the fate of a well-established company can hang on the
outcome of a handful of tests.

Why are fake pills suddenly overwhelming promising new drugs and established medicines alike? The
reasons are only just beginning to be understood. A network of independent researchers is doggedly
uncovering the inner workings and potential applications of the placebo effect A psychiatrist. William Potter.
who knew that some patients really do seem to get healthier for reasons that have more to do with a doctor's
empathy than with the contents of a pill, was baffled by the fact that drugs he had been prescribing for years
seemed to be struggling to prove their effectiveness Thinking that a crucial factor may have been overlooked.
Potter combed through his company’s database of published and unpublished trials - including those that had
been kept secret because of high placebo response. His team aggregated the findings from decades of
antidepressant trials, looking for patterns and trying to see what was changing over time. What they found
challenged some of the industry’s basic assumptions about its drug-vetting process. Assumption number one
was that if a trial were managed correctly, a medication would perform as well or badly in a Phoenix hospital
as in a Bangalore clinic. Potter discovered, however, that geographic location alone could determine the
outcome. By the late 1990s, for example, the anti-anxiety drug Diazepam was still beating placebo in France
and Belgium. But when the drug was tested in the U.S, it was likely to fail. Conversely, a similar drug, Prozac,
performed better in America than it did in western Europe and South Africa. It was an unsettling prospect
FDA approval could hinge on where the company chose to conduct a trial. Mistaken assumption number two
was that the standard tests used to gauge volunteers' improvement in trials yielded consistent results. Potter
and his colleagues discovered that ratings by trial observers varied significantly from one testing site to
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; i idea about the pla
another. It was like finding out that the judges in a tight race each had a different id Placemen

the finish line. ) .
After some coercion by Potter and others, the National Institute of Health (NTH) focused on the issue i

2000, hosting a three-day conference in Washington, and this conference. lalfnched a new wave OZPIaCf‘:bo
research in academic laboratories in the U.S. and Italy that would make significant progress toward solving
the mystery of what was happening in clinical trials.

Inyom:y study last year. l;lirvar%l Medical School researcher Ted Kaptchuk devised a clever strategy for
testing his volunteers’ response to varying levels of therapeutic ritual. The study foc.used on a common but
painful medical condition that costs more than $40 billion a year worldwide to treat. First, the volunteers were
placed randomly in one of three groups. One group was simply put on a waiting list; researchers know that
some patients get better just because they sign up for a trial. Another group received placebo treatment from
a clinician who declined to engage in small talk. Volunteers in the third group got the same fake treatment
from a clinician who asked them questions about symptoms, outlined the causes of the illness, and displayed
optimism about their condition.

Not surprisingly, the health of those in the third group improved most. In fact, just by participating in the
trial, volunteers in this high-interaction group got as much relief as did people taking the two leading
prescription drugs for the condition. And the benefits of their “bogus™ treatment persisted for weeks
afterwards, contrary to the belief - widespread in the pharmaceutical industry- that the placebo response is
short-lived.

Studies like this open the door to hybrid treatment strategies that exploit the placebo effect to make real
drugs safer and more effective. As Potter says, “To really do the best for your patients, you want the best
placebo response plus the best drug response", adapted from Wired Magazine.

For question 56-61, decide whether each of the following statement is TRUE (T), FALSE (F), or NOT
GIVEN (NG) and write your answer in the answer sheet.

56. Merck’s experience with MK-869 was unique.
57. These days, a small number of unsuccessful test results can ruin a well-established drug company.
58. William Potter’s research included trial results from a range of drug companies.
59. Some medical conditions are more easily treated by a placebo than others.
60. The FDA preferred drugs to be tested in different countries.
61. The effects of a placebo can last longer than previously thought
For questions 62 - 69, read the summary and fill in each space with NO MORE THAN T, HREE WORDS
taken from the passage. Write your answer in the answer sheet.
As a result of concerns about increasing competition with its rivals and the impending expiration of (62)
on best-selling products, the pharmaceutical company Merck decided to increase its

activity in the (63) . The development of the drug MK-869 was seen as the way
forward. Initially, MK-869 had some success with (64) » but later trials revealed a

different picture. Although key symptoms, such as (65) , could be treated with the
drug, a sugar pill was proving equally effective. In the end, the tests indicated that it was pointless continuing
with the development of the drug.

In recent years, many promising drugs, including the much-anticipated MK-869, have failed due to the
growing strength of the placebo effect, which now challenges both new and long-established (66)
. This trend threatens the pharmaceutical industry, as (67)
requires outperforming placebos in at least two trials. Psychiatrist William Potter investigated this issue,
analyzing decades of antidepressant tests, and found that (68) and inconsistent
observer ratings significantly influenced outcomes. These findings questioned (69)
in the industry about drug testing reliability and trial management.




. L TS »>a 1 e —

Part 3. In the passage below, six paragraphs have been removed. For questions 70-75, read the passage
and choose from paragraphs A-G the one which fits each gap. There is ONE extra paragraph which you
do not need to use. Write your answers in the answer sheet.
A Clothing Revolution
If you’re bored with your wardrobe and are looking for a new style, you might want to think about one of the
latest trends in fashion, and that is digital clothing. Unlike all other fashion trends in the past, digital fashion
is unique insofar as it does not actually exist. In this brave new world clothes are made from pixels rather than
fabric and customers can be far more imaginative; in fact, the sky is the limit when it comes to designs in the
digital arena.
Fashion designers have much more freedom with digital garments and can play around in more creative ways
to make clothing more customizable and individual. All this has become possible because people have been

prepared for digital fashion by a social-media-driven, modern society that is obsessed with photos and online
images.

[70. 1 — 1
The most obvious of these is its sustainability. Given that the fashion industry is responsible for around 10%

of greenhouse-gas emissions, there is a clear case for the sustainability of digital fashion. It can reduce waste

considerably, both in terms of making the physical product, but also by reducing the carbon footprint of the
design process, something that people generally think about far less.

E =
Costs can be decreased further through the reduction in the time to transport the products to both bricks-and-
mortar-stores and online shopping platforms. This will enable companies to become more agile, to respond to

consumers’ needs and potentially to create more collections that will start to address individual lifestyle needs
instead of being based around the four seasons.

72 | ]

While some of the new trends have started to emerge, such as the rise in demand for leisurewear, it is still
unclear how the digital fashion market will develop. However, what is obvious is that it allows for self-
expression in a far more nuanced way. For example, a customer only needs to buy one digital T-shirt, but they
could change the image or slogan on that one T-shirt for many different versions. '
73, |

gy pu‘rting the individual at the heart of digital fashion, there is also the opportunity for a less prescripti
approach to clothing for men and women. For many years the fashion industry has been Criticizfd - Hpove
thin models and causing body-image issues among young people. Because digital fashion can be SO r using
it challenges these ideas. unique,

(74.] R G

In contrast, the process of having clothing fitted to a specific body shape in a customer’s photo is much more
involved. Currently, this work is done by people. anfl }t 1s still quite a time-consuming process. Typicall
clients upload a photograph and then this image is d1g1tally dressed by using 3D-mode11ing SOﬁ;NaZepl;i Y,
start to finish this process can take up to a whole working day. - rrom
75. . o v contilBite o e
Personalization and creating an md1\f1dual .10.0 confribute 10 being a key part of the modem approach to
identity, and we can do this by wearing original clothing in bohth the real and unreal worlds. The fact that
; o T ot ine characters means that it should 9

do this with imaginary online ¢ come as no s .

people alreacy he same with our online selves too. Hrprise that there is

a growing desire to dot
XY} agraphs: - |

Mw;;{'gizal;kfly fo become more important 1n the near future as companieg ——
. This

ﬁ\A

. . . 0 meet Consumer )
dv it is clear that fashion brands are adapting their collections to meet he = WReds,
ready

demands of pew lifestyles,
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; i . For instance, with more ang
many of which are becoming more flexible in terms of working a_rrang.emenl(si tE T b
more employees working from home, fashion brands and industries will nee s opposed 1 ot o
create new types of clothing that allow for more comfort and ease of movement as oppos
wear. |
i i : ! nt, the
B. No one knows whether the cost of digital clothing will come down in a‘fe'w years tlmf: At l:);::eand he
market appears to be growing, but some designers have suggested that it is just a passing p

popularity could disappear in a flash, As such they are cautious about investing time or money in something
that may be around for just a few years.

© However, it is worth bearing in mind that thj
have always paid attention to their profile p
their private and professional lives. In the
digital appearance plays an important role
attention to it. What is new, though, is the g

~, Despite this being a huge step in the right
* change overnight as th

s type of online image manipulation is not a new idea. .Peop]e
ictures on a variety of online platforms that they use in both
same way that appearance can be influential in real life, our
in how we are perceived by others, which means people pay
rowing number of advantages of digital over physical fashion.

rarely conform to reality.
B:By only producing a di
samples, having face-to-f: istical concerns can be drastically reduced. The
designers can work on each i i i
physical items during the desi chnology have meant that seeing a physical
garment is not as essential as it used to be.
K As a result, digital clothin i

has increased.

Q\They could also start asking for a garment to be copied using different material as
/ unique personal wardrobe. Many designers are already way ah

in this regard and are
experimenting with new materials Or new ways of using existi

isting materials. Som

Part 4. For questions 76-85, read the Jollowing passage and choose the answer A, B, C or D which [its best
according to the passage. Write your answers in the answer sheet,
THE HISTORY OF SOAP

The history of soap is long but ambiguous, beginning by some estimates as far back as 2800 BC iy, ancient

g fats, oils, and greases were
involved'in the making of early soaps. Specific evidence was discovered during the excavation of ancient
Babvlon (modern-day Iraq), when ancient soapy matter was found in clav _containers bearin
inscriptions that indicated the contents were made by boiling fats with ashes — a method of soap makin
Archaeological evidence from other ancient civilizations, like Egy

pt and Phoenicia, suggests that many
cultures were using soaps to clean raw textiles before dyeing them. Early soaps were not commonly used for

bathing, and different cultures used the products in different capacitie§ - among.(?ther uses, soap was
administered as a wound medicament and applied as a hair dye. There is no definitive evidence proving

8
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y Where soap originated; it seems to have been discovered independently by several civilizations —

Arz:;‘s;cpzl;i’l::?:{gﬂ;ans there all ea_rly users of soap-like substances._ o .
long ago, peopl sen .aScnb,;?s the dlSwaery of the cleansing properties of soap to a for_'tunate coincidence:

7 PeOple Wwashing their clothes in a river near a site for sacrificial offerings noticed that when they
washefd tt.lelr laundry in that specific area, their clothes became particularly clean. They realized that the
combination of ash and animal fat produced by the burnt offerings created an effective laundering aid.
Although this legend presents an interesting account of the origin of soap, there is no way to verify the
authenticity of the story. As a result, it is considered by some to be a myth.

The first written documentation of soap appears in the writings of Gaius Plinius Secundus, a Roman writer
and philosopher who had traveled throughout Western Europe, visiting several other cultures. He wrote about
a substance made from a mixture of ash and animal fat — a simple soap that the Celts used as a hair product.

The craft of soap making had spread throughout Europe and reached England by the eleventh century, but
in spite of its prevalence, soap was rarely used for bathing and personal hygiene. In fact, the devastating
plagues of the Middle Ages — including the Black Death of the fourteenth century — are attributed to a lack of
basic cleanliness.

Over time, cultures experimented with soap-making recipes and eventually discovered that the animal fat
they used could be replaced by vegetable oils. Virtually any vegetable oil could be used to make soap — palm,
coconut, and almond oil were some of the more popular choices. [A] In particular, soap made from olive oil
came to be regarded as a superior product. [B] During the sixteenth century, one kind of olive-oil soap —
castile soap, believed to be named for the region in Spain where it originated — was widely exported

throughout Europe, becoming famous for its quality. [C] Even today, “castile soap™ is a term used to refer to
soaps that are made primarily of olive oil. [D]

As soap became an increasingly popular trading commodity, British authorities recognized that control of
the soap industry would give them significant economic influence. In the seventeenth century, the king of
England enforced restrictions on the location of soap-making companies, demanding that they be based in
London. Regulations and taxation made s?ap an e?‘:pensive luxu_ry that was not accessible to most people. It
was not until the removal jaf the soap tax in the middle of the nineteenth century that it became possible for

commoners to purchase this popular item.

Although soap making was a firmly established craft in Europe, early colonists in North
soap making almost exclusively as a household ch?re, and there were few professional
colonies. For some time, personal hygiene was considered a low priority, as the colonists
other concerns. ldeas about hygiene began to change during the Civil War, when impro
hygiene introduced Americans to the-beneﬁts O'f persox-lal clez-m!mess. This resulted in
society viewed sanitation issues, leading to .the 1135ta1!at10n of indoor bathrooms and si

nd for soap. The revolution in Americans’ attitudes toward hygiene was com
employing expensive, large-scale advertising strategies to

America practiced
soap makers in the
were occupied with
vements in hospital
a change in the way
nks and introducing a
plete when twentieth-
increase their sales and

dema
century soap makers began

expand their industry.

76. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in th

A e

passage? )
A. Archaeologic

B. Carvings on clay
C. In ancient times, $

al excavations have uncovered clay containers that contajp reci
containers holding a soap-like material show that Babyloni
oap was made by combining animal fats with ashes and

pes for soap.

containers. ed bathtubs that were once used for b hi ;
i in Babylon uncover ) : : athing with sog ;
D. Excavst::]n;inisterzd in the passage is closest in meaning to P
_—-_—‘_ .
77. The wor B. tested C. labeled Bl stived

A. given

-:01\



78. The word authenticity in the passage is closest in meaningto . '
A. science B. circumstance C. legend D. trut
79. Why does the author mention the legend in paragraph 2?
A. To present evidence about the origin of soap
B. To explain the origin of the word “soap™
C. To emphasize the idea that soap was spiritually significant
D. To support the idea that the origin of soap is uncertain
80. What can be inferred from paragraph 4 about epidemics in the Middle Ages? 3 ‘
A. They generally affected populations of lower- and middle-class people more than communities of
upper-class people. _ )
B. Their disastrous consequences would have been lessened if people had practiced bettc.tr hygiene.
C. They changed the way people thought about municipal sanitation and personz?l cleanlm.ess.
D. They were spread through contact with contaminated sources of water, especially public baths.
81. What can be inferred from paragraph 5 about Castile?
A. Its merchants had access to plenty of olive oil. B. It was located near a coastline.
C. Its citizens were concerned about hygiene. D. It had a shortage of animals.
82. According to paragraph 6, soap in England was not initially available to the masses because
A. soap was not allowed to be sold in London
B. they were prohibited by law from buying soap
C. it was produced mainly in rural townships
D. restrictions and duties made it difficult for many people to purchase
83. What can be inferred from paragraph 7 about colonists’ attitudes toward soap before the Civil War?
A. They did not consider it an effective cleanser.
B. They disliked it because it was difficult to make.
C. They preferred to use it for washing laundry.
D. They did not care about its cleansing properties.
84. The word concerns in the passage is closest in meaning to
A. principles B. affairs C. opinions
85. Where in the passage would the following sentence best fit?
Soaps made with oils such as these were gentler on the skin than soa
vegetable-oil soaps quickly became desirable products.

A.[A] B. [B] C.[C] D. [D]

D. accomplishments

ps made with animal fats, so

Part 5. For questions 86-95, choose JSrom the sections of the article (A-F). The sections may
than once. When more than one answer is required, these m
in the answer sheet.

be chosen more
ay be given in any order. Write your answers

JOHN MCCARTHY - COMPUTER PIONEER
A. John McCarthy was often described as the father of 'artificial intelligence' (Al), a branch of computer
science founded on the notion that human intelligence can be simulated by machines. McCarthy, who coined
the term in 1956, defined it as 'the science and engineering of making intelligent machines' and created the
Lisp computer language to help researchers in the Al field. He maintained that

there were aspects of the human
mind that could be described precisely enough to be replicated: 'The speeds and memory capacities of present

computers may be insufficient to simulate many of the higher functions of the human brain: he wrote in 1955,

'but the major obstacle is not lack of machine capacity but our inability to write programs taking full advantage
of what we have.'

B. McCarthy went on to create Al laboratories at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and later at
Stanford University where he became the laboratory's director in 1965. During the 1960s he developed the
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ncept of computer time- : .

t‘;:)ne. ff this appI:"oach lzzr:l;zr;;tgédwﬁwhlal-lows several people to use a single, central, computer at the same
utility’. The concept of time-shar: » he claimed lp 1961, 'computing may someday be organized asa p'ubhc
delivery of computing as a servi ing made possible the development of so-called 'clo.ud computing (.the
he invented in 1958, underpinn c;e ll']ather than a product). Meanwhile, his Lisp programming language, which
C. McCarthy's laboratoryr:t St(:m; e development of voice recognition technol(?gy. N _
and the movement of limb ord developec! systems that mimic human skills - such as vision, hearing
playing program. but o S as wel} as early versions of a self-driving car. He also worked. on an early f:hess-
develoned 'much,as @e to t.>elleve the}t computer chess was a distraction, o.bservmg in 1.997'that it had
bwesding racing B genctics might have if the geneticists had concentrated their efforts starting in 19.10 on
Ny g roso_phll.a. We would have some science, but mainly we would have very fast fl:u]t flies.'

- The concept of Al inspired numerous books and sci-fi films, notably Stanley Kubrick's dystopian 2001: A
Spac_e Odyssey (1968). In the real world, however, the technology made slow progress, and McCarthy later
_admltted that there was some way to go before it would be possible to develop computer programs as
intelligent as humans. Meanwhile he applied himself to addressing theoretical issues about the nature of
human and robotic decision-making and the ethics of creating artificial beings. He also wrote a sci-fi story,
The Robot and the Baby, to 'illustrate my opinions about what household robots should be like'. The robot in
the story decides to simulate love for a human baby.
E. McCarthy taught himself mathematics as a teenager by studying textbooks at the California Institute of
Technology. When he arrived at the institute to study the subject aged 16, he was assigned to a graduate
course. In 1948 a symposium at Caltech on 'Cerebral Mechanisms in Behavior', that included papers on
automata and the brain and intelligence, sparked his interest in developing machines that can think like people.
McCarthy received a doctorate in Mathematics from Princeton University in 1951 and was immediately

appointed to a Chair in the sub_.iect. It was at Pri'nceton that he proposed the programming language Lisp as a
way to process more sophisticated mathem.:m'cal concepts than Fortran, which had been the dominant
programming medium until then. McCarthy joined the Stanford faculty in 1962, remaining there until his
official retirement in 2000. _ _
F. During the 1970s he presented a paper on buying and selling by computer. He also invited a local computer
hobby group, the Homebrew Computer Club, to meet at the Stanford laboratory. Its members included Steve
Jobs and Steven Wozniak, who Woul(.i go on to four.ld Apple. However, his own interest in developing
timesharing systems led him to unde’restlfnate the potentla! of personal computers. When the first PCs emerged
in the 1970s he dismissed them as t0yS'- McCan'hy continued to work as an emeritus professor at Stanford
-« official retirement, and at the time of his death was working on a new computer | o
aiflp 0D spite his disappointment with Al, McCarthy remained confident of the = ?‘nguace cal.led
E;:pvgﬁgt;ef:s:s to do arithmetic is doomed to talk nonsense; he wrote in 1995, e

re the following mentioned?

: ch McCarthy made progress in his career
86. the sgef;gnamlg;nhy had which proved to be mistaken
87. an Ocp;:thy's belief that one of his ideas could have a widespread function
88. MCC thy's attention t0 the moral aspects of an area of research
89. McCa yire 4 McCarthy to go into a certain area of research
90. what mip ' view of what was the cause of a certain problem
91. Mccazh;s attempt to introduce 2 rival to something commonly used
92. Mcg:rthy's continuing belief in the importance of a certain field
93. Mc ~ mon belief about McCarthy
gg ;A?Carthy's criticism of an area of research he had been involved in

In which section 2
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IV. WRITING (50 points) |
Part 1. Read the following extract and use your own words to summarize it. Your summary should be

between 120 and 150 words long. Write your answer in the answer sheet.

The human mind can glimpse a rapidly changing scene and immediately disregard the 98 per cent that is
irrelevant, instantancously focusing on the woodchuck at the side of a winding forest road or the single
suspicious face in a tumultuous crowd. The most advanced computer systems on Earth can’t approach that
kind of ability, and neuroscientists still don’t know quite how we do it.

Nonetheless. as information theorists, neuroscientists, and computer experts pool their talents, they are
finding ways to get some lifelike intelligence from robots. One method renounces the linear, logical structure
of conventional electronic circuits in favor of the messy, ad hoc arrangement of a real brain’s neurons. These
‘neural networks’ do not have to be programmed. They can ‘teach’ themselves by a system of feedback signals
that reinforce electrical pathways that produced correct responses and, conversely, wipe out connections that
produced errors. Eventually the net wires itself into a system that can pronounce certain words or distinguish
certain shapes.

In other areas researchers are struggling to fashion a more natural relationship between people and robots
in the expectation that some day machines will take on some tasks now done by humans in, say, nursing
homes. This is particularly important in Japan, where the percentage of elderly citizens is rapidly increasing.
So experiments at the Science University of Tokyo have created a ‘face robot’ - a life-size, soft plastic model
of a female head with a video camera imbedded in the left eye - as a prototype. The researchers’ goal is to
create robots that people feel comfortable around. They are concentrating on the face because they believe
facial expressions are the most important way to transfer emotional messages. Thus the Japanese robot is
designed to detect emotions in the person it is ‘looking at’ by sensing changes in the spatial arrangement of
the person’s eyes, nose, eyebrows, and mouth. It compares those configurations with a database of standard
facial expressions and guesses the emotion. The robot then uses an ensemble of tiny pressure pads to adjust
its plastic face into an appropriate emotional response.

Other labs are taking a different approach, one that doesn’t try to mimic human intelligence or emotions.
Just as computer design has moved away from one central mainframe in favor of myriad individual
workstations - and single processors have been replaced by arrays of smaller units that break a big problem
into parts that are solved simultaneously - many experts are now investigating whether swarms of semi-smart
robots can generate a collective intelligence that is greater than the sum of its parts. That’s what beehives and
ant colonies do, and several teams are betting that legions of mini-critters working together like an ant colony
could be sent to explore the climate of planets or to inspect pipes in dangerous industrial situations.

Part 2. Write an essay of at least 300 words on the following topic.

Young people tend to reconnect with their cultural heritage through entertainment programs.
However, this is not a good way for cultural preservation.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? Provide specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

HET ===
Thi sinh khong dwgc sir dung tai liéu. Can b coi thi khéng giai thich gi thém.
Ho vid1én thi Sinly ocunrpsusmmsnsassmisasssasizgs Soé baodanh: .............c..coo.......
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